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Jamaica Bay Institute
Fort Tilden Pond Science Fair Project Wins 
First Prize  

The Jamaica Bay Institute supported Ms. 
Anna Horowitz, an earth science teacher from 
Prospect Heights High School, and her students in 
their study of the physical, chemical, and biological 
characteristics of the Fort Tilden pond, at Gateway 
National Recreation Area.  Two of the students 
Habte Iassac, 17, and Orin Abel, 16, presented the 
findings at the All City Science Fair Competition 
held on May 29th at the New York Hall of Science, 
and won first prize.   

Over 1200 students throughout NYC 
competed in this science fair.  It was an auspicious 
occasion for Prospect Heights High School, an 
underperforming High School in an underserved 
area of Brooklyn, to win amongst traditional 
favorites such as Brooklyn Tech and James 
Madison High Schools.   

In addition to the prestige of winning first 
place, Habte received a $40,000 scholarship to 
Brookyn Polytechnic University, where he intends 
to enroll this fall.   He and Orin both won $150 
savings bonds and new microscopes.  “Winning this 
has opened my mind and made me think about 
pursuing a career in science.  It’s a wonderful 
thing,” said Habte.  Orin was equally excited about 
winning. 
 
   

Ms. Anna Horowitz collecting water samples from the Fort Tilden Pond

In the fall of 2002 the Prospect Heights  H.S. 
Science Department was awarded a $2500 grant to 
conduct a community based science fair project.  Ms. 
Horowitz, approached the Jamaica Bay Institute at 
Gateway National Recreation Area, requesting 
guidance and support in conducting a research 
experiment in the Park.  She explained that since 
Gateway is in the students’ backyard, it would be an 
ideal site for such community based science.   

Fort Tilden pond is  a natural spring-fed fresh 
water pond.  Its native ecology suffers from introduced 
species such as goldfish and red-eared sliders which are
dropped-in the pond, when they are no longer wanted 
as pets.  Its chemistry is not routinely monitored by the 
park, due to its small size  (0.02 acre).  The water 
quality profile and biological inventory conducted by 
Prospect Heights students will be used by the park to 
evaluate the health of the pond and to determine 
strategies for improving this native habitat. 

The Jamaica Bay Institute will continue to assist 
Prospect Heights H.S. in their monitoring of Fort 
Tilden Pond in preperation for next year’s National 
Science Fair.  JBI will extend an invitation to other 
highschools interested in conducting their science fair 
projects in Gateway NRA. 

Articles were written in several area newspapers including the NY 
Daily News (shown above). 
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